
 

 

Meeting of Thursday 

May 28th – 2026 

NEWSLETTER NO. 163 

SYZYGIUM ‘HINTERLAND GOLD’ 



 

 

 

 
 

Earlier this year we had a bit over ten weeks solid without any rain while over the last week or so we’ve 

had rainfall drops of two to three ‘inches’ for what seemed like day after day. It is no wonder that those 

new to the coast were asking “is this normal?”. (P.S. Stats below are for the GC Airport). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the graph above shows the last couple of weeks are far from normal. As you can see our average 

May rainfall should be about 85-90 mm for the month. Our actual rainfall this May however has been – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This chart shows that we had 5 inches (or 127 mm) on May 21 alone. Our rainfall was about average for 

every day from May 6 to May 17 but over those four days from May 18 to May 21 the total was roughly 

500 mm which is close to double what the normal average is for that period. The obvious point to make is 

that `averages’ are not called ‘averages’ for nothing. Take May 20 as an example. Back in 2009 the total 

was 64 mm for the day but every May between 2012 and 2016 inclusive there was no rainfall at all on 

May 20. So, is 120 plus mm this May 20 normal? The simple answer is no. However, as you notice above 

this May 7 to May 11 were a bit below average and this heavy rainfall week will over a couple of 

decades have little effect on “the average”. It is all of course just a part of the difference between ‘the 

weather’ (measurements over a short period like a day and just for that day) and ‘the climate’ 

(measurements over decades averaged out to give an over-all picture of what might be expected). 

 

IS THIS NORMAL? 



 



 

 

Earlier this year nurseries (e.g. 

Bunnings) came under heavy 

criticism for selling a plant that 

many of us either have or have 

had in our garden. 

 
That plant was the GAZANIA. 

This native of southern Africa is 

part of the Asteraceae family. It 

is a low growing clumping plant 

up to 20-30 cms high at most 

(around gerbera size) with 

glossy green leaves and a wide 

range of very colourful daisy like 

flowers in yellow, orange, red, 

pink, cream and white. They 

make an excellent ground 

cover and many councils used 

them in their parks and on 

roadsides. They are drought 

tolerant and spread easily via 

their seeds and via ‘suckers’. 

You can cut them back to 

virtually ground level and they 

will come back healthier and 

with a fresher look. It is their 

durability and ease of seeding 

that has meant that all six state 

governments have now 

declared it a weed. It has 

invaded roadsides, parks and 

importantly agricultural land 

where it is not wanted. Its waxy 

leaves resist herbicides, and it 

can cover large areas easily. It 

has a tough root system (thus its 

drought resistance) and is hard 

to eradicate once there.  

What do you do if you have 

any? Remove it if you are 

concerned but otherwise dead 

head the flowers before they 

seed and control. In most 

domestic gardens if you look 

after them they can be OK. 

 
 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=07be57b7d35b8538ed2911573cacd7a30336c0670d5f00b6d42a76f1e15e5db4JmltdHM9MTc3OTMyMTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=319873ba-d66a-66c2-15c8-6563d7876772&psq=gazania&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvR2F6YW5pYQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=07be57b7d35b8538ed2911573cacd7a30336c0670d5f00b6d42a76f1e15e5db4JmltdHM9MTc3OTMyMTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=319873ba-d66a-66c2-15c8-6563d7876772&psq=gazania&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvR2F6YW5pYQ&ntb=1


 



   

 
            CLUB NEWS 

 

1. 83 MEMBERS attended our April meeting 

with 6 visitors (plus 10 apologies). 

2. As of 3/5 we have 111 Financial Members 

of which 11 are new members.  

3. Our takings at the last meeting were – 

Raffle                   =   $285.00 

Cuttings Table    =   $147.60 

Sales Table          =   $31.30 (March Takings) 

4. After failing to get the numbers for our last 

bus trip we asked for ideas of places you 

would like to go. Three that came in and 

which the Executive discussed were – 

NAMBOUR GARDEN SHOW. Involves about 5 

hours in the bus (inc. comfort stops) for 

about 3-4 hours at the show. With entry fees 

will cost $50-60. In the past we’ve just not 

got the numbers. It is really a 2 day trip. 

TOOWOOMBA CARNIVAL OF FLOWERS. Also 

about 5 hours (with comfort stops) for 3-4 

hours visiting the gardens. Again with entry 

fees about $50-60 and another one that is 

better over 2 days. Past numbers too small. 

SPRINGTIME ON THE MOUNTAIN. We tried 

last year and with cancellations just 20 

people went – it was a financial disaster! 

Too many members go up themselves 

each year to visit places they are familiar 

with. Also, with entries cost is again $50-60. 

OTHERS. If you have any ideas without 

major entry fees or with less travel time let 

us know. We are exploring some options. 

5. No one has submitted a LOOKING FOR 

request for over six months now. It is the 

section usually on the bottom right of this 

page. It’s been put on hold therefore, but 

the request slips are still with the Secretary 

and if you submit one it’ll be back in. 

6. Another THANKS to President Denise. She 

has secured another $50 of free Bunnings 

Vouchers. They require a new submission 

every three months so thanks Denise for 

your efforts. One goes in with each raffle. 

7. We have re-newed our yearly subscription 

to the QUEENSLAND COUNCIL OF GARDEN 

CLUBS. It is just $30 a year and keeps us in 

touch with issues that concern all garden 

clubs as they arise. 

 

COMING UP NEXT MONTH 
 

NEXT HOME VISIT 
 

WHEN? – Friday, 12th June at 10 a.m. 

WHERE ? – Kathy Stewart’s home at 27 

Wallaby Drive, Mudgeeraba. 

(thanks for replacing a cancellation!). 

BRING? – a plate to share, hat, chair. 

 

OUR NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
 

Thursday 25th of June 2026  

@ 12.00 p.m. 

 

It is of course our A.G.M. That will come first 

followed by our free Hight Tea. As noted 

before with less time needed for that (as 

compared to a full lunch) and no guest 

speaker we have time to put an 

unplanned BENCHING BACK IN. No 

monthly feature is listed in our Calendar so 

just for fun and ‘something completely 

different’ the Monthly Feature will be - 
  

SOME THING OLD 

• Any thing that is easy to bring in 

that has age or history attached. 

• An historical photo, a family 

antique or collectable, etc. etc. 

• Please add a little caption so 

people know why it is being shown 

• E.g. “This tea pot was a wedding 

present for my grandma in 1923”. 
 

THINGS TO DO AND SEE 
Full detail in the Latest Notice on our web-site. 

 

1. Botanical Bazaar at Country Paradise 

Parklands. Saturday 1st August. 

2. Springtime on the Mountains on 25 to 

27th of September. Tickets on-line. 

3. Maleny Garden Club Spring Fair at the 

Showgrounds on 3rd of October. 

4. Begonias and More at the Belmont 

Shooting Range on 24th of October. 

5. The Tropic Plant Spectacular at the 

Mt. Coot-tha Auditorium 21/11. 

 
 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 
 

Any direct debits to  

Bank of Queensland  

BSB 124-394 

Acc. No. 10368149 

Name yourself clearly! 
 

 
Keep up to date via our web-site at – www.robinagardenclub.org.au 

We have no P.O. Box so contact us direct via e-mail at – info@robinagardenclub.org.au 

President Denise @ 0412 668 193. Secretary Val @ 0416 222 539. Treasurer Trevor @ 0434 251 858.  

Suggestion Box 

 

Suggestion Box slips are at the 

front desk with the Secretary. 

 

None submitted in April. 

 

http://www.robinagardenclub.org.au/
mailto:info@robinagardenclub.org.au

